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NEWS / BUSINESS 


London ad agency moves to 
Tampa amidst pandemic 


Founded by a Tampa native, the move showcases the 
city’s attractive business environment. 
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"It was an easy decision to make." Says Cameron Rivas, the founder of the 
advertising agency Conchiglio Rivas, on the decision to move operations to the 
Tampa Bay area. The business, who used to call office space in the prestigious Sea 
Containers building in London, England home, has moves it's headguarters 
during a restructuring of the organization. Mr. Rivas continues, "For me, it was 
identifying where in the U.S. we would have the easiest time setting up shop, 
where the tax burden was minimal, and where there would be ample growth 
potential". 


Conchiglio Rivas began in 2018 when Mr. Rivas was approached by Anthony 
Conchiglio, his cousin, to help run a then fledgling creative consultancy started 
two years earlier by Mr. Conchiglio. "When I came into the business, it was losing 
money. Not because the people working there weren't smart. They were plenty 
smart and talented. It's just that they were a company run by creatives, which is 
great for the work but not so great since they didn't understand the financial end 
of the business." Luckily, Mr. Rivas is no stranger to the business world. He 
received a degree in finance from the University of South Florida before obtaining 
a graduates degree abroad. He then spent years in private banking before 
transitioning to private eguity. Just last year he lead an investment group that 
purchased a large logistics company headguartered in Orlando. "Since I'm so 
farmiliar with the state", he continues, "It was only a matter of deciding on a city." 
When asked about why he chose Tampa over other large cities in Florida, Mr. 
Rivas responded, "Not only has there been tremendous growth in terms of the 
median capitalization of businesses in the area, it has also seen to be an area 
where people are moving in droves as a result of COVID-19." 


The company has yet to file a corporate address. Mr. Rivas points the finger at the 
ongoing pandemic. "We just don't feel the need to pay rent on offices we won't be 
able to use for the forseable future. When I think about how we utilized our old 
office space, it all seems like things we can do from our homes." As for employees, 
the company has extended contracts for eighteen workers overseas and plans to 
begin hiring part-time workers and freelancers in the U.S. by August. On opening 
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clients state-side. Most of our current work is project based and is with agencies. 
So our transition to working directly with clients will allow us to have the stability 
necessary to hire more full-time employees. All in all I have a responsibility to 
full-time employees who rightly have high salaries. It's not cheap to hire top 
talent, so our growth will be tied the size of our clients." 


As for Mr. Conchiglio, who is currently in Naples, Italy, lockdowns are an ongoing 
concern. Mr. Rivas talked about his cousin's situation, "Tony has a lot on his plate. 
He has a family he hadn't seen since he's been working with me in London for so 
many years. Italy has had such a bad time of it. He needs to be with his wife and 
parents. They're (Mr. Conchiglio's parents) both in their seventies so they're in an 
at-risk category. Whenever we get the virus under control, we'll start working on 
getting him involved in the business again." 


The move shows how the efforts of the local government are starting to pay off. 
Ongoing construction of the Water Streets development has lead to speculation of 
more corporate headquarters moving into Tampa. The decision of Conchiglio 
Rivas to relocate to the area is an early sign that the city is beginning to compete 
for businesses that have options in terms of where they will operate. 


As we all continue to deal with the ongoing effects of COVID-19, we can look to a 
continually prosperous local economy to provide us a glimmer of hope for the 
future. As for Conchiglio Rivas, they are positioned to attract Mad Men to the 


cigar city for years to come. 
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Biden more bullish on vaccines, suggests 1.5 million shots per day 
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